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SIX FRAME NUCLEUS BOX 
ASSEMBLY AND USE 

 
 
The 6 frame nucleus comes in 2 depths ï 
Standard Langstroth and Jumbo 
Langstroth. 
 
The former takes 240mm deep 
Langstroth frames but it will also take BS 
National brood frames when these have 
been adapted to fit using our frame 
conversion kit. 
 
The Jumbo nucleus is 310mm deep and 
take MD and Jumbo Langstroth frames. 
It will also take BS National 14 * 12 deep 
frames when converted with our 
appropriate conversion kit.  

 
The standard nuc kit consists of: 
 
Roof 
Floor 
Two long body sides 
Two short body sides 
Two frame runners 
Varroa mesh 
Packet of stainless steel screws for fixing 
the varroa mesh. 
 
The internal divider board and entrance 
reducers are optional extras. 
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The hive body is easy to assemble.  The 
tenons on the long sides fit into the 
corresponding mortise holes in the short 
sides.  There are 4 tenons on the Jumbo 
nuc body and 3 on the standard.  The 
spacing of these joints ensures they will 
only together one way. 
 
We strongly recommend you make a trial 
assembly of the body to ensure you have 
all the right parts and to become familiar 
with how it goes together. 
 
The joints can be quite stiff and a mallet 
and block of smooth wood may come in 
handy to ensure the parts are driven fully 
together.  You can also simply use you 
weight and sit on the joints ï but take 
care not to over-balance! 
 
It is not essential to glue the joints but it 
does make for a stronger body.  Use 
water-proof PVA adhesive and apply it to 
the tenons only ï not the mortise holes 
as this can cause a hydraulic lock. 
 
Always work on a soft surface such as a 
carpet to protect the individual 
components.  Cover the carpet with 
newspaper or a plastic sheet if adhesive 
is being used. 

 

When doing trial assembly the hive body 
is easily dismantled as shown on the 
right. 
 
Use your foot (less shoe!) to hold down 
the short side and then gently pull up on 
the long side while at the same time 
gently rocking the long side to ease the 
joints apart. 
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The frame runners simply push into a slot 
in the upper edge of the end walls of the 
nuc body. 
 
The frame runner is like an upside down 
ñTò as shown opposite. 
 
 

 
The longest edge is uppermost and the 
edge with the largest lip is where the 
frame lugs rest.  The other edge is 
pushed into the slot.  No adhesive is 
required. 

 
The varroa mesh is retained by stainless 
steel screws fitted into the corners.  
 
The screws go through the mesh and into 
the plastic.  Do not over tighten.  The 
bees will soon secure the mesh with 
propolis. 
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The optional internal division board is 
used to split the nuc into two three frame 
nucs. 
 
The frame runner must be notched with a 
craft knife or round file to clear the board.  
This does not harm the runner for use 
without the board. 
 
The upper corners of the division board 
sometimes need slightly relieving to 
ensure it fits into the bee space moulded 
into the roof.  Check if this is required 
before sliding the board into the nuc 
body. 

 

The entrance reducer when used 
normally reduces the entrance to a single 
bee space high. 
 
When fitted like this the lip moulded on 
the edge of one side is uppermost. 

 
When used with the lip downwards the 
reducer will close off the entrance 
completely. 

 
  


